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Rev. xiv. 6. 


AND 1. SAW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE 
 MIDST OF HEAVEN, HAVING THE EVER=- 
LASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO THEM 

THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AND To 
EVERY NATION, AND KINDRED, An | 

| TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, i 


Tux EVERLASTING GOS PE. 


HE occaſion of the preſent addreſs is 
ſo deeply folemn and affecting, that 
I am ſure I ſhall eaſily be excuſed 


From entering into any critical enquiry concern- 


ing the angel, or the ſcene he repreſented. 


Whatever perſon or character we may conceive 
to be ſignified by the one, whatever event or 
circumſtance we may ſuppoſe to be prefigured 
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by the other, it will BRAT: no on of Siren 


as to the deſign or tenour of my diſcourſe, 


which will turn entirely on the idea given of our 
divine religion, by that remarkable phraſe in 
the text, © the Everlaſting Goſpel.” An idea 
which 1 hope will not appear unſeaſonable, or 
prove unſatisfactory, at this time, when the 
providence of God, and the practice of men, 


concur with nature and inclination, to call up 
in your minds, my dear hearers, the moſt ſe- 
rious reflections on the death of an able, faith- 


ful, and I truſt I may add, ſucceſsful miniſter 


of Jeſus. His ability, faithfulneſs, and ſucceſs 
conſpired to recommend him very effectually to 


our eſteem, but were all inſufficient to keep 


him amongſt us. To keep him amongſt us did 
1 fay? Thoſe very things perhaps contributed 
to his being taken away from us ſo much the 
ſooner; ſince the fame cauſes which rendered 
him ſo fit to live ſerved to make him only the 
more fit to die. He is dead, and we ſhall ſee 
his face no more in this world, no more enjoy 
his friendly converſation, hear his uſeful in- 
ſtructions no more; matter certainly of juſt 


regret to us and ta the public. Indeed when 


Vece conſider the loſs which both have ſuffered, 


it would preſent us with a view too dark and 
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0 depreſſing, were it not 1 this conſolatory 
thought amongſt others, that the Goſpel which 
he preached and practiſed 1 in ſo edifying and ſo 


engaging a manner is everlaſting, 


_ However its beſt miniſters one after ano- 
ther may be removed from this ſphere of ſervice, 
the ſacred inſtitution itſelf remains, and will 


remain throughout all generations; like its 
Author, « the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for 
« ever When we can no longer have the be- 


nefit of their animating preſence, of their pious 
exhortations, or of their powerfully alluring ex- 
ample, ſtill we have preſerved with us what is 
of yet far greater importance, that very word 
from which they drew whatever was moſt beau- | 
tiful and moſt valuable in theſe. © All fleſh is 
« graſs, and the glory of man as the flower of 
the graſs: the graſs withereth, and the flower 
c thereof falleth away: but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever. And I faw another 


* « angel fly in the midſt of heaven, having 


© the Everlaſting Goſpel, to preach unto them 
< that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 


« and kindred, and my. and people.” 
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„Nor we ſay that the goſpel may be ſtiled with 


propriety Everlaſting, as it contains an invariable 
rule of conduct, as it conveys an immortal princi- 
ple of life, and as it opens an inexhauſtible ſource 
of joy. A few thoughts on each of theſe, and 
then ſome application to the principal purpoſe 
for which we pitch d on this argument. May 


the Almighty aſſiſt 1 us in n the whole! 


I. We faid that the goſpel might be filed 


wk propriety, Everlaſtin g, as it contains an in- 


variable rule of conduct. Think not that! 
am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets. 
] am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill. For 
« verily I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth 
- {0 pals, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 5 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Such is 
the expreſs declaration of the great Lawgiver in 
the kingdom of God, ſpeaking, as is plain from 
the purport of his diſcourſe, concerning thoſe 
moral precepts chiefly, which Jehovah had de- 
livered to the Jewiſh legiſlator, which the hypo- 
critical teachers that afterwards ſat in his chair 
had made void by their vain traditions, their 
falſe gloſſes, and their frivolous, their wicked 
inventions, and which our bleſſed Lord laboured 
with particular ſolieitude to vindicate from the 
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31. | 
vile abuſe. The ritual as well as political part 
of the antient ceconomy was merely temporary 
and local ; neither could it © make the comers _ 


6 . perfect, as an apoſtle hath aſſured 
That therefore the founder of this laſt and 


ben conſtitution, which we call Chriſtianity, 
did, by the plenitude of power with which he 
was inveſted, very naturally lay aſide, whilſt he 


adopted into his religion whatever was truly and 
eternally excellent in that of Moſes; I mean 


thoſe laws already mentioned, which preſcribing 


"2 ſpiritual devotion and a ſound morality, did 


enter with the utmoſt congruity into our Savi- 5 
our's ſyſtem, profeſſedly calculated to regulate 
the temper and behaviour not of this or that 8 


peculiar people, but of mankind at large, in 


every nation, and through every age to which | it 
ſhould, extend. 


Iv Freie the principal part of thoſe laws 


. written by the finger of God on the heart 
of man. They approve themſelves in general to 
the moſt intimate perceptions of the human mind. 


The former of our frame hath ſhewn us, by an 
original and internal light, what is good, and 
FF Aut the Lord doth require of us, even to do 


0 Juſtice, and 0 love mercy, and to walk hum- 


« bly 


#7'g 


"& Bly yy our God.” Theſe are duties forced 
on the immutable relations of things, or on thoſe 
connexions in which we ſtand, have ever ſtood, 
and ſhall always ſtand to our Maker and to one 
another. And the commandments which en- 
join them may be conſider d as the tranſcript of 


the will of the univerſal and everlaſting Father, 


relating to the perfection and happineſs of his 
intelligent offspring here below. But, alas, my 
brethren, however fair that tranſcript may be in 
itſelf, they for whoſe uſe it was deſigned were, 
by their, apoſtacy from their great Parent, ſo 
ſank in ignorance, corruption, imbecillity, and 
2 guilt, that it alone was not ſufficient for their 
reſtoration and felicity. They wanted more 
5 particular and powerful inſtruction in their duty, 
with more ſtriking and encouraging motives to 
it, than any which nature's notices could furniſn. 
They wanted a ſtrength, a ſpirit to ſupport them 
in it, much ſuperior to their own, and effectual 
cConſolation under the fears and the feelings of 
divine diſpleaſure which followed their tranſ- 
: greſſions. 3 


hp who made them had mercy upon ha: | 
d 4 * fo loved the world as to give his only 
7 * begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 
35 „ „might : 
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60 4 might not periſh | but might have life ever- 


« Jaſting.” And he is now © made of God” to 


all his followers, © wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanc- 


4 tification, and redemption.” He hath ſup- 
plied the defects of nature: he hath given us a 


religion moſt admirably adapted to our make 


and ſituation, as rational and immortal, but with- 
al depraved and diſtreſſed creatures. And this 
religion, being the conſummation of the counſels 


of God for our recovery and ſalvation, being 


brought to us by the greateſt meſſenger that 
ever appeared in his name, his well-beloved 
Son, whom for his obedience to death, even the 
death of the croſs, in execution of the benevo- 5 


lent plan, he hath made * heir of all things, 


« exalting him as a prince and a ſaviour; and 


in fine being at once the object and the com- 
pletion of all the mighty operations of Provi- 


dence, which led to it through every preceeding 


age, we are to regard it as the ſupreme and 
ultimate ſtandard by which we ſhould govern 
our views and our lives in every circumſtance 
of our preſent being, and by our conformity to 
which, or the contrary, our condition will be 
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miniſtration of the Meſſiah, difference of coun- 
try, of time, of place, of fortune, of rank, or 
of capacity, can make no difference as to the 


obligations to believe and obey him. His 


« kingdom ruleth over all : his ſceptre is a 
5 ce ſceptre of rightcouſhcls; ; and of his dominion 


« there is no end. The fundamental ſtatutes 


| of his government cannot be affected by any 
diverſity or alteration of political forms, or civil 


modes, or eccleſiaſtical canons, or ſpeculative 
opinions whatſoever. In Chriſt Jeſus, the head 


5 of the catholic church, « the King of Kings, : 
ee the Lord of Lords,” the lover of Men, the e 
patron of humanity, and * the prince of peace,” 
in him, I fay, © there is neither Jew, nor Greek, 
ee nor Barbarian, nor Scythian, nor bond, nor 
« free ; but he 1s all, and in all.” He embraceth 
all, cares for all, preſcribes for all, condudts all. 
And as all power is given to him on earth, 
fo in heaven too. His authority not only 


reacheth to every ſucceſſive generation of men 


in their progreſs through this probationary ſtate, 
but enters with them into the regions of retri- 


\ bution, appoints the place of their reſidence 
there, and fixeth it for ever. Yes, my brethren, 
© we muſt all, all en before the judgment- 


8 * ſeat 


in 


& ſeat of Chriſt, to receive according. to the deeds 
done in the body, whether they are good or 
tc evil;” td receive our final and unchangeable 
portion, which will be determined by the mea- 


ſures of that Everlaſting Goſpel we now profeſs 


to reverence, as the invariable rule of our con- 


duct.— That was the firſt point W to be 


conſidered. 


II. . next was this, That the ſame 

Everlaſting Goſpel conveys an immortal prin- 
: ciple of * It doth fo, when happily ſown 
in the heart, in what our Saviour calls“ an 
0 honeſt and good heart.” I need not tell you, 
that he ſpoke a parable on the ſubject of the 
word, under the image of « ſeed which a ſower 
went forth to ſow;” an image as juſt, as it is 
beautiful. In the ſame manner, as any parti- 
cular ſpecies of ſeed contains in itſelf the form 
and origin of the plant which grows from it, 
and when thrown into a ſoil properly prepared, 
it is gradually impregnated by the powers of 
vegetation, till it puts forth, takes root, ſprings , 


up, ſhoots out, ſpreads, bloſſoms, and in due 


time produceth * fruit after its kind; ſo the 
word, which comprehends the rules and the 
ſources of holy living, being received into a 


— Le - — 2 — * 
n 3 D „* 


— — — — 
— . . IRE Ee 


— 


Os — — EN 


— — Se — — 
— + LE Cott EE RL RS 


WS 4 
7 4 
3 £ 
= 7 
'2 


10 


mind diſpoſed by heavenly culture to entertain 


it, takes hold of the underſtanding, of the will, 
and of the affections, ſinks deep into a man's 
thoughts, ſecretly but ſtrongly influenceth his 


' reſolutions, inſinuates itſelf with wonderful force 
and yet ſweetneſs into his various inclinations, 


and, by the continued co-operation of grace and 
of reaſon, enables him * to bring forth fruit unto 


perfection, the nobleſt of all fruit, that of 
e righteouſneſs and true holineſs, the end of 


ce which is eternal life, as its flavour is the fore- 


f taſte of the 8 on _ 


Yair will readily perceive, 1 ſpeak not now 


of thoſe ſuperficial and tranſient impreſſions 
frequently made by the word, which our 
maſter hath ſo well deſcribed in that lively alle- 
gory referred to, but of thoſe more intereſting, 
more prevailing, and more abiding perſuaſions, 
which are imprinted on the ſoul by the grand doc- 

|  trines of religion, in concurrence with the power ; 
of the © Spirit of grace,” by whom they were at 
firſt dictated, and are afterwards enforced; Imean 


that omnipotent agent in the kingdom of Chriſt, 


| who opens the hearts of men © to receive the 


1 * truth 1 in the love thereof, to mix it t with faith,” 
; and 


bu 


* 


form of evangelical virtue and devotion. 


and to make it a living, moving, active, diffufive 


Wur this is the caſe, when ſpiritual and 


inviſible realities are reliſhed and felt, when the 


' venerable objefts and majeſtic * powers of the 
« world to come” have acquired an aſcendency 
cover the mind, when that doth not only ap- 
prove univerſally, but ſteadily and chearfully, 
though ſtill imperfectly, comply with whatever 
appears to be © the good, and holy, and accept- 
able will of God; in ſhort, when the pre- 
cepts, the ſanctions, the examples, and the 
great leading facts, exhibited in the ſcriptures, 7 
have ſo penetrated and poſſeſſed a man's inmoſt 
= foul, as to mould it into a Godlike tem per, the 


reſult of which is a real character of goodneſs 


in his whole deportment, or © a converſation 


becoming the Goſpel ;" then, my brethren, 


chen that man is a partaker « of the divine 
nature: Chriſt is formed in him the hope . 
« of glory: the ſeed of God remains in him :” 
it is then true of him that he is © born from 
« “ above, born of God, born of the will of 
« God, born of the ſpirit of God, born of the 
c  incorruptible ſeed, which liveth and abideth Fx 
Ga. an 


— 2 — 2 _ ies ah a _ 
TT ee Ta —— — DO n 


— 
Abe He CR 


e 


— 


2 SIS — — — 
——— en OS n . 


— — 
re 


4 „„ AA ECRBInR 


=— 


A 
— — —— —— 
om F a+ n 


— 8 1 


3 . 
"4 5 a W — 4 — — 
- i pore —— — 7 Ing b _—_ 
= 5 I . 7 — A 


2 4 — > 4 2 1 - r 1 8 - 
r 0 =, « 94, 4 25 2 of N e, 4 * 
2 4 N — 2 Fd LIES * lbs 2th 4h 2s "i; 8 
* 2 - * x 1 * "= hs. * „ * F ha adds ane ä 22 tt) 2 "He © Pm I 
” k TY — * 5 — — * — 2 — 
— — — — . 
4 2 - - £ c P p 1 ; 
* a - - — — —— —— —— 
— .rn ˙ ̃ —tX ],, ]7«,«— ne . I. re —— ——— u — 
8 . 
. _ 
— 4 a 
: Þ 


I 12 


for ever.” Such is the language of in- 
ſpiration. 


HE who is thus divinely deſcended, ſhall 


never ſure be finally forſaken, but ſhall be 


* kept by the mighty power of God, through 


4 Fo of unto ſalvation.” That vital principle 
within him, which is nothing leſs than a part 
1 of God's own life and being, can never poſſibly 
be broken off from its ſource and center. The 
new man being like his Parent divine, is like 
him immortal too. He who hath begun the 
good work will carry it on to the day of 
Wu compleat redemption.” This plant, of our 
5 heavenly Father's planting, ſhall be cultivated, 
protected, and cheriſhed with care, till it hath 
attained its full maturity and beauty ; to which 
it arrives at laſt 'in the garden of God, after 
| growth! in this nurſery of the world, ſome- 
times quicker, Boine ſlower, ſometimes i in- 
terrupted, but never deſtroyed, by temptation, 


always ſtrengthened by exerciſe, and often ad- 


vancing in a thouſand myſterious and imper- 
ceptible ways, the philoſophy of which, like 
nutnberleſs things in nature, cannot be ex- 
SY plained, whilſt the effects are felt and viſible. 


66 The wind,” faith our Saviour, treating on this 


very 


"#3 9 7 


very ſubject, bloweth where it liſteth; and 
< thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not 
c tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 


* ſo i every one that is born of the ann a 


TRE beginnings: of piety are often ſcarcely 


diſcernible ; but being kindled by the breath of 
God, that ſpark of divinity is by degrees blown 


into a flame, which mounts upward, and up- 


ward, and ſtill upward, till it reacheth to the 
throne of the Eternal, and mingles with the 
fires of ſeraphim. To change the metaphor, 
* Spirit whom Chriſt imparts to his diſci- 
x ples, is in them © a well of water ſpringing up 


« into eternal life” It is one of his own allu- 
fions, and very finely expreſſeth the point we 


are endeavouring to prove. What ſhall I fay 
more? Under the righteous reign of Jeſus, that 
< everlaſting righteouſneſs” which he deſcended, 
and lived, and died, and roſe again to bring in, 
that righteouſneſs which is God's own image, 
and glory, and felicity, the ornament and joy 
of his whole intellectual family, and the ruling 
purpoſe of all his ſchemes and energies from 
the beginning to the end, that righteouſneſs, 
-my brethren, muſt proſper, muſt prevail; and 


8 neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 


ci < palities, 
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E palities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
_ « things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
8e any other creature, ſhall be able to feparate” 

the pious and the juſt © from the love of God, 


« which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. The 
« Everlaſting Goſpel” becomes in them an im- 


mortal principle of life. * was the ſecond 
| oe of our —_— 


III. Tur third was Py that Chriſtianity 


anſwers the character in the text, as it opens to | 
its votaries an inexhauſtible ſpring of joy. 
_ Chriſtianity conſiders man as in a ſtate of 


diſtreſs, occaſioned by diſagreeable reflections 
on the paſt, painful ſenſations from the preſent, 


and fearful forebodings of the future. I will not 
pretend to enumerate; {till leſs to paint, the mul- 
tiplied and melancholy ſhapes of human miſery. 
I chuſe to ſpare both you and myſelf, on fo ſad 
a theme. But let us ſuppoſe a ſerious and 
thoughtful man to fit down by himſelf, and to 
ſurvey with a ſober eye the nameleſs calamities 
both real and imaginary, which men complain 
of; to obſerve © the faſhion of this world“ 


paſſing away, its ſcenes perpetually . ſhifting, 


the actors appearing for a little while, laugh 


yy and weeping in the ſame hour, and then 


— N 


& 13 ? 
vaniſhing in ſwift ſucceſſion, to return no more; 
even the deareſt friends, the fineſt ſpirits, and 


the ſweeteſt companions on earth, dropping 
away from time to time; and every external 
object that fancy admires, or paſſion purſues, | 
or appetite delights in, ſubjected to all the ca- 
ſualties of life, and ſhrinking in a moment at 


the approaches of death ; till the abyſs of eter- 
nity ſwallows up at laſt the naked, the widowed, 


and the ſolitary ſoul. Above all the reſt, let 
him figure to himſelf the heart- felt pangs and 
deep prophetic horrors, of conſcious guilt in 
awakened offenders. Or let him even attend 
to the ſecret miſgivings of his own mind, on * 
review of his many failings. Suppoſe him to 
think of all this, in a ſeaſon of ſickneſs, of ſor- 
row, or of dejection; for ſuch ſeaſons will take 
place—Let us now ſuppoſe, ſome Chriſtian 
preacher, or pious friend, to viſit him in this 
conjuncture, and, finding the ſituation of his 
mind, to addreſs him with an air and a voice 
of ſolemn tenderneſs, in the following manner. 


— 8 My dear Sir, © let not your heart be trou- 

ce bled. You believe 1 in God: believe alſo in 

en, In has * F ather's houſe are many 
* * manſions 3 if it were not ſo he would have 
and 8 
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4 tol ” us, ſuch was his "EE and. 8 
VVou may rely on his teſtimony. He came 
* down from that world, in order to give the 
© moſt unparalleled proofs of his love to the 
< ſons of men, with whom * his delights ] have 
« always been.” He i is gone up to it again, on 
« purpoſe © to prepare a place” for his people. 
- © The preſent life is properly but the infancy of 
your being. It is merely preparatory for, and 
| < introductory to, a higher and happier ſtate of 
© exiſtence. Here, it is certain, you have no 
continuing city of abode; but you may and 
© ought to look for © one to come, a City which 


« hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 1 


« is God.” The creation is his empire ; but 
| © heaven is his court, where all his dutiful and 
faithful ſubjects ſhall at length aſſemble. The 
earth you now inhabit, is a diſtant province of 

1 vaſt monarchy. Here, Sir, you, with 
your brethren ofehankind, are. baniſhed for 
© rebelling againſt the laws of the Supreme. 
: When you return to your primitive allegiance, 
you may hope to return to your native coun- 
. "OY, and be admitted to the Ep Palace. 


1 FR this place ofa our 4 the erte Son 5 
0 * of the offended Monarch vouchſafed to viſit 


* Our 
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© our ouilty race. He 8 to the ſevereſt 


c * things, that he might reform and reſtore them. 
«© His i is the fraternal ſympathetic ſoul. By 


© aſſuming our nature, he contracted © a fellow- 
er feeling of our infirmities.” In ſhort, he par- 
ON ticipated in all our pains, and pities us. You, _ 
my friend, and I, and all who believe in his 

- c name, are under his immediate ſuperintend- 
© ance. He now © appears in the preſence of _ 

* God for us, appears as our elder : brother, 


© our beſt well-wiſher, znd our faithful, no leſs 


than able; advocate. In Him the Father is 
© always highly pleaſed, and is at this time 
8 actually Ws reconciling the world to himſelf, not 
s j;mputing to men their treſpaſſes, pardoning 


< the ſins of the penitent, © reviving the hearts 
« of the humble,” and ſending forth into every 


.C. obedient believer © the Spirit of his Son,” under 
the mildeſt and kindeſt character 3 
. © that of the Comforter. 


"3. - 


« Tas al- pervading, i 5 i confiling 
C « Spirit, like the adorable Father of all, and 


 < that divine philanthropiſt, whoſe delegate he 


is, concerns himſelf deeply in the affairs of 


© human nature. It's prof] perity and honour are 
ol dear to him, Provided you will aſk hm in 


+ the name of Chriſt, receive. him with reve- 5 


under the ſharper conflicts of Chriſtian virtue. 
And having carried you on, ſometimes with a 
© triumphant ſuperiority, -but, leſt that ſhould 
© engender pride, more often with a modeſt 

_ *tranquillity, through the trials of life, he will 

A inſpire you at laſt with ſuch fortitude, faith, 
« and hope, from the delightful atteſtation. of : 
c * conſcience, and the dawnings of eternal day 
x within you, as ſhall abundantly ſerve to com- 


*. valley of the ſhadow of death.” All beyond, 


5 © dreaded power. ſhall be converted, by his Con- 


1 


rence, and entertain him with affection, be 
© will not diſdain to dwell in you, as in his tem- 


ple: and if he doth, he will not fail to ſupport 


«you againſt the ſtrength of temptation, to chear 
* you amidft the gloom of grief, to aid you in 


© every effort, in every aſpiration after God and 


*- goodneſs, to ſuſtain you with peculiat power 


© fort and illuminate your paſlage © through the | 


* Sir, is happineſs unmixed, immutable, and 
a 7 8 

3 Jravs | is „ the nents and the life. 
« Becauſe he lives, you ſhall live alſo.” Vou 
< ſhall live in the very embraces of death. That 


E. cup and your Redeemer, into a friend. 
| — EY * And - 
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| + And there i 18 a FRO period i inthe adminiſtra- 
« tion of Jeſus, when you ſhall ſpring from the 
' © duſt of the grave, beautiful as light, and _— 


© rous as the ſons of the eee 


* 


. As for all your - bet Glands, "Ms are 4 


© gone or going to enjoy unruffled repoſe in the 


boſom of their and your Saviour; where, if you 


ano reſemble, you ſhall at length rejoin them, 
| © to ſuffer the ſtroke of ſeparation no more. 


cc. Bleſſed are the dead, that die in the Lord: 
they reſt from their labours ; and their works 


follow them. Comfort yourſelf with theſs 


« words; Them that fleep i in Jeſus, God — 


« n with him.“ 


5 5 As to this 8 of ancertalnty;. it will 
< ſoon give place to infinitely grander and fairer 


' © ſcenes, © a new heaven and a new earth, 
_ © wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs,” with all her 


F © lovely and happy train. * Sorrow and bsh. 


8 ing, the offspring of fin, © ſhall flee away.“ 


<« Your light afflictions, which are but for a mo- ; 


e ment,” ſhall only be remembered, to add to 
- « that far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, which they ſhall have wrought for 
27D. Here indeed is the vale of tears, and the 
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© hand of graves: . . this at beſt i is a et 5 
©a diſcordant, a warring world. But lift thine 
eye to yonder ſerene, and healthful, and har- 
© monious abode. No inhabitant there ſhall 
© ever ſay © I am ſick. God himſelf ſhall 
© wipe away every tear from every eye: and 
© not a name or ſound ſhall ſtrike the ear, leſs 
© pleaſing or leſs tranſporting, than thoſe of 
« praiſe, and} joy, and _ and purity, and yu: 


=} 0" ever. 


„e $I ye, „Sim: What think ye, cont - 
» the fcelings of the perſon we have ſuppoſed, 
on hearing and conſidering theſe things? 1 
| ſubmit it to you, whether he would not pro- 
| bably perceive a certain holy magnan imity 
growing within him, a certain ſublime inde- 
pendance on this little world, with an inex- 
Preſſible gratitude to heaven for that tc Eyer- 
laſting Goſpel” which yields. i: many © ey i 
and nne views??? i 


Woven: you 4 him with 4 0 
oY in the honeſt rapture of devotion, he ſhould 
be prompted to cry out, * Oh, thou divine reli- 


42d gion of the divine Redeemer ! What ſhall we 


F . reader! to Him 2 for 3 by thy means, 
iR ä 


© ſich a ſource of conſolation, + as will conſtantly 


11 


« refreſh us in our journey through life, as will 


not fail us in death itſelf, but following us, 


< under. the nobler name of joy, beyond the 


© grave, will flow on, with an increaſing cur- 


rent, through all the boundleſs fields of im- 
ann ; E 


Ir theſe things are fo, then ſurely we can 


never have cauſe to be © aſhamed of the teſti- 
* mony of Jeſus.” On the contrary, his Goſpel 
is a ſubject of everlaſting exultation to all ite 
ſincere profeſſors. Let its ableſt antagoniſts | 
produce, if they can, a religion containing at 
once ſuch pure and perfect morals, ſuch a tranſ- 
forming and animating energy, with ideas ſo 
reviving and raviſhing to the human mind, ſo 
fraught with comfort to the miſerable, and fo. 
pregnant with hope to the guilty. Let them 
produce, if they can, a religion entitled, like 
Chriſtianity, to the character of being a pub- 


I cation of the ſtatutes, a copy of the perfections, 
and a hiſtory of the proceedings of the Almighty, 
ſo far as mankind are concerned; delivered to 
them with a ſolemnity and majeſty which ſeem 
to intimate its being intended for the greateſt 
= and moſt INE purpoſes, delivered, I fay, for 
EP . 
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their eaflrattion.. reformation, and n 


through all their generations; with an ultimate 
View. to their 1220 Nen and nn in the . 


N. AY. not this Pg of the 3 1 9 | 
| Compared to that of the natural, which ſeeth 
| thoſe generations waſte, whilſt himſelf remains 
unchanged and undecayed, ſhining. on from 
age to age, diffuſing light, and warmth, and ge. 
1 influence over the creation, through all its 

iods, and will continue the munificent office 
an it's laſt concluding one, when time ſhall b 


no more, when the diurnal wheel of nature | 


{ſhall Rand ſtill, and this imperfect ſyſtem make 
way for ſomething finiſned and tranſcendant? 
Then indeed that brighter luminary, the written 
Word, like the other, ſhall ceaſe to exiſt. The 
word preached, ſhall be preached no more. 
All the ends of both having been fully accom- 
_ Pliſhed, a different economy ſhall enſue. The 
ſtate of diſcipline ſhall terminate in a ſtate of 
enjoyment. The age of education under Jeſus, 0 
the e great maſter of Iſrael, ſhall be over. His 
___ ſhall have all compleated their. courſs 
in his ſchool, and grown up © to the fulneſs of 
C Fo Mary of men made perfect in Him. The 


| mighty bh 


E231 
| mighty plan of redeemin g wiſdom and grace 
; being entirely executed, and the glorious ſtruc- 


ture raiſed upon it, happily crowned, the ſeaf- 
folding will be taken down. There will be no 
longer uſe for thoſe ordinances, inſtitutions, and 


ſpiritual inſtruments, which were neceſſary toits 
erection. Yet nevertheleſs, the Goſpel, by which 
| theſe were appointed, will {till deſerve to be 


| termed Everlaſting, fince its marvellous opera- 
tions and conſequences will reach forward to the 
days of eternity; ; and the truths, the facts, and | 
the principles which it exhibits, will be the 
 never-ceaſing ſubjects of the contemplation, ap- 
E and homage of the whole general : 


bas * aſſembly and church of the firſt-born * . 


* — . 


Ac AN, are theſe things ſo? Let u us ; admire 
and worſhip that miraculous Providence, by 


whoſe protection the records of our ineſtimable 
religion, have amidſt all the revolutions of time, 


and numberleſs viciſſitudes of human affairs, 
remained to this day, as we have reaſon to be- 


lieve, unadulterated, unaltered in any material | 
inſtance or degree. Noble cities have periſhed | 
by fire; whole provinces have been ſwallowed 


up in earthquakes ; large countries have been 
laid waſte with fami ine, peſtilence, and all- 


de- 
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along been preſerved by the particular guardian 


care of that gracious being who firſt beſtowed 
it on the children of men. Many a valuable 
| and illuſtrious production of genius, of learning, 
and of art, which merited a better fate, have 
been loſt in the lapſe of ages, by the burning of 

| libraries and muſeums, by the incurſions and 
ravages of barbarians, and the various injuries 
of the invading elements. But this bleſſed 
book, the Bible, by an aſtoniſhing diſpoſition nw 
_ things, continues unhurt and entire. No vio- 
| lence of tyrants, no rage of perſecution, hath 
ever been able to rob the church of that divine | 


om 3 


depending on precarious tradition, but being 


. e in the beaven- inſpired volume. . 
To | 


deſtroying war; 1 8 have nen 5 
and fell byturns, ſinking ſucceſſively i into ſlavery, : 

| barbarity, and brutal ignorance. But the pre- 

cĩous treaſure of the ſacred writings hath all 


Wu EN the nations were overſpread with g ge⸗ | 
8 darkneſs, and the world had well nigh . 
1 every living trace of the Chriſtian faith, in 
that dreadful night of ſuperſtition and monkery, 
which for ſeveral ages involved and diſgraced 5 
mankind, the Goſpel itſelf was ſtill ſecure, not 


„ r 3 Ah on od. am ct. AS 
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A; that invaluable repoſitory, and unerring 


ſtandard of truth, our great Reformers had their | 


recourſe, and made their appeal. And notwith - 
ſtanding all the efforts of craft or malice, by 


which hereticks and infidels have laboured to 
ſuppreſs or corrupt it, we are under no difficulty 
to this hour of deriving from thence the genuine 
knowledge of © the Everlaſting Goſpel. ” Tos 


| allude to the words of our text, © an angel 
flying with it in the midſt of heaven” hath 
XZ guarded it from all their ungodly attempts, and 
we are in poſſeſſion at this moment of the 
: greateſt 25 of God to men. 


[Hon w canine a eli. on 1 oc. 


1 Sons, but more eſpecially when at any time it 
pleaſeth Providence to deprive us of conſcien- 
tious and capable teachers, who were wont to 
ſpeak to us © the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God”, and to the peace of our ſouls! 


The authority by which they ſpoke, the per- 


ſuaſion which followed their words, the infor- 
mation, the edification, and the frequent ſupport 

which we received by their miniſtry; whence 
were theſe borrowed, or to what power ſhall 


we aſcribe them? Not ſurely to any thing in 
mortal man, abſtracted from that reli igion which 


is immortal. Ceaſe then from man, whoſe 
„„ breath 


[26] 
breath is in his noſtrils.” And when your 


miniſters are taken away, remember for your 
relief, that the Goſpel which they preached is 
Everlaſting ; ; that its Author who ſent them, 


<« is alive for evermore ; ” and that he who hath 


given to * the word of his grace” ſuch fur». 
priſing perpetuity, will not fail to 4288 8 for its 
| e b N 


You R thoughts, my beloved Ares hve 


3 prevented me, in making the tranſition 


here to a tender ſubject, in which many of you 


have taken a very natural and laudable concern. 
You all know what I mean. I will take the 
liberty to introduce what J have to ſay on this 
head, by reading to you a ſhort and ſuccinct 
narrative of ſome facts relating to our excellent 


friend now in heaven, which I received the 


other day from a perſon who may be credited. 


Dr. Sa uurL LAWRENCE was born at 
Nantwich in Cheſhire, in 1693. His father 
was miniſter of a congregation of Proteſtant 
ddiſſenters there, a man of remarkable piety 
and extenſive literature. Mr. Matthew Henry 
* preached his funeral ſermon; and gave him a 


very honourable character both as a ſcholar 


* and a Chriſtian, The Doctor, who was his | 
„ ET . 9 


lar 


ne : 
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x focond ſon, was $ ſent by him to the grammar- 
ſchool at Bethnal-Green, about a mile from 


London, which was in a very flouriſhing con- 


dition at that time, and where ſome of the 
© greateſt perſonages of this —— received 


* the firſt rudiments of learnin g. 


3 


HAvIxG acquired 'Aa competent knowledge 


of the languages, which he did very early in 


© life, he was ſent to the univerſity of Glaſgow, 


_ © where he continued ſeveral years, performing 


© a courſe of academical ſtudies. When he left 


(that place, he returned to his father's houſe, 
© being too young to engage in the ſtated la- 
bours of the miniſterial function. His father, 
© who knew well the importance of laying a 
ſolid foundation in uſeful knowledge, read 
lectures to him while he remained at homes 
| © which was upwards of a year, both in philo- 
© logy and philoſophy. The pains taken upon: 
_ © him were far from being loſt: he made very 
_ | © conſiderable improvements, and at length be- 
came, as many can teſtify, © a workman that 
needed not to be aſhamed.” Before he ſettled i 
© as a miniſter, he was tutor to the eldeſt fon of 
the late chief baron Ward; the duties of which 
office he diſcharged with fidelity. The firſt. 
S congregation he was connected with, was at 


E 2 3 © New- 


9] 


a * Newcaſtle under Line, in 1714; He was there 
© ordained ;" and there he married a perſon. of a 
5 very reputable family, and of a diſpoſition truly 
agteeable. By her he had eight children, of 
whom only one is now alive. May the live 
long. On the death of Mr. Bennet, the author 
of the ChriſtianOratory, the Doctor had a preſ- 
ſing invitation in 1727, to ſucceed him in the 
paſtoral office at Neweaſtle upon Tyne, of which . 
he accepted. The people there greatly eſteemed 
him, and love his memory to this day. But a 
very ill ſtate of health rendering a long ſtay 


7 amongſt them impoſſible, he determined to ac- | 


8 : 8 cept of an unanimous call, which he received 
a 6; in 1733, to ſettle with this congregation ; Mr. | 
Daniel Wilcox, their late paſtor, being dead. 


2 Here he had for many years a crowded au- 


_” ditory, his labours being very acceptable, and 
© very ſucceſsful. In 1755, Mrs. Lawrence 


1 e died. He ſubmitted to the ſtroke as a Chriſtian, 


_ © whilſt he felt it as a man. They were a 


a * happy pale 


ttt me now to ſabjoin a few remarks 


27 4 with regard to this amiable man, chiefly drawn 


45 from my own obſervation, during my ſhort ac- 

quaintance with him. A more amiable man at 
his time of life, I never was acquainted with. 

TT.. 2 Yep Ihe 
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| The ſtriking feature in his character was a happy 
mixture of i ſeriouſneſs, chearfulneſs, and polite- 


neſs, which he poſſeſſed to a degree that few 


could equal, and none exceed. Beautiful qua- 
ities theſe are; and when blended and tempered 
together with ſkill, to be ſure they produce a 
very fine effect. But how delicate the talk. ; | 


Ind how rare the attainment ! 


Dn. hs er had all 49 60 of the gen- 


tleman, without departing in the leaſt from the 
decorum of the clergyman. He knew life. 
He had read men, as well as books. He ſeem- 
ed to me endowed with a nice diſcernment i 6 
characters. And this I can- freely affirm, that 5 
1 never received more ſenfible advice, or more 
uſeful communications, either as to perſons or 
things, from any man, than from him. His 
acquaintance with the world, the felicity of his 
temper, and the courteouſneſs of his deport- 


ment, joined to make him quite the agreeable. 
companion. His truth and probity ſuperadded 


to theſe, rendered him alſo a very valuable 
friend. His friendſhip, fo far as I could per- 
ceive, never degenerated into weakneſs or flattery. 
He certainly was maſter of a talent not very 
common in perſons of any ſtation, and parti- 
4 wy requiſite in thoſe. of his, that of en- 
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9 ms tors and reſpect at the ſame time. ths 
deed, he knew too well what belonged to his 

place and-profeſſion, ever to allow any to tram- 
ple on him. But then he behaved fo, that 
few, I believe, ever thought of attempting it. 


IN what union and concord he lived with 
kis flock here, for almoſt ſeven-and-twenty 
years together, you, my brethren, can beſt 
tell. How he was eſteemed by good men of 
different denominations, you are not ignorant. 
He had too much ſenſe, and too much worth, 
to be a bigot. His ſoul was too liberal, and 
A too candid, to be enſlaved to narrow n : 
or to little paſts. | 
" Tote will not * Catal. that ator ſuch | 
a a life, « the latter end of this man was peace.” 1 
It is but juſtice to his memory to mention, that 
the laſt time I ſaw him, his great diſtreſs from 


tte dropſy, of which he died ſoon after, had 


taken nothing away from the beauty of his 

diſpoſitions. - His humble piety, his manly. 

- compoſure, and his ſingular attention to every 
thing that the trueſt attachment, or the beſt 
breeding, could poſſibly ſuggeſt, not without a 

tincture of harmleſs pleaſantry that was natu- 
ral to him, theſe were ſuch as really ſtruck 
5 and charmed: We. ; Wirn 


1 


N * 


H | 
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£5) Wi TH relation to his performances in the 
pulpit, I could form but little- judgment from 
the ſingle ſpecimen I had of them; eſpecially 

as he was then declining faſt in his health and 
Pg ſpirits. But there were in his manner and ſtile 
at that time, an affection and ſimplicity, which, 
joined with his age and character, gave great 
= h to what he ſaid. 


Twos much a ks to e's hath led me 


to ſay concerning our departed friend, whom 

if it had been the will of God to ſpare with us 
awhile longer for farther uſefulneſs, I am per- 
ſuaded that every one of us would have felt a 
ſincere ſatisfaction. I can anſwer for myſelf. 
Be thankful, however, that he was ſpared ſo 
long, to ſhew you, both by his inſtructions and 
example, the way of ſalvation. Think, ſach of 
you as heard and knew him, what he preached, 


and practiſe it; what he was, and copy him. 
Imitate the goodneſs of his heart, and the 


ſweetneſs of his manners. Recollect the plain 
practical principles which he taught you, and 


live upon them daily. I verily believe, you 


may die in them ſafely. Take care, that you 
never have cauſe to repent of the advantages 
you enjoyed by his miniſtrations. There is, there 
is a day approaching, when you muſt account 


MM: 
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„ 
« Everlaſting Goſpel” which he preached, be 


| now the unalterable rule, as it will then be the 
| final teſt of your conduct. Let nothing leſs 


content you than a large experience of that in- 


.  ternal,celeſtial, and immortal life, which Chriſt- 
- + Janity inſpires. And ſeek, oh ſeek, above all 


che feeble and fugitive joys of this world, that 
« ſtrong and everlaſting conſolation which is in 
. Chaiſt on” 1 . 
. e pleaſure would it give to ) that ol . 
man even in heaven, if aught on earth can touch 


ie ad, row exalted io fr böte it, to dit. 
tat you of this ſociety, ſo many years known 


and dear to him, for whoſe ſalvation he ſtudied, 


and prayed, and laboured, and lived, ſhall add 


one day to his joy and crown !—And then that ; 
laſt, laſt meeting with him in the higher tem- 
pl. where he and you, who: converſed and 


worſhipped with one another below fo long 


and ſo affectionately, ſhall aſſociate, and ſing, 
and triumph together for ever I thought to 
have deſeribed it, but am. not eee 


133 8 
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; Crack een AND * ATHERS, 


TN that grave you have ſeen depoſited al that 
1 was mortal of a good and pious man. His 
immortal part hath gained its native ſkies, 
through _the- merits of that divine Maſter 
whom he. preached and ſerved. Good he 
was without pretence, and pious without 
f ſhew. He loved his God and Saviour ſin- 
cerely, was kind to his friends, and courteous 
to all; ſo thoroughly kind, as not to need 
the modiſh arts of profeſſion and compliment, 
and © truly courteous as not to uſe them. He 
knew the ee of the world well; and he deſ- 
F piſed 
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| piſed it. He diſcerned, "from long and large 


obſervation, the worthleſneſs of bad men, and 


the weakneſſes of the beſt. The former he 


pitied, and the latter he overlooked. It was the 
buſineſs and the joy of his life, to promote at 
once the ſalvation and the ſatisfaction of all with 

whom he was connected. Good nature, good 


ſenſe, and ſingular chearfulneſs, concurred to 


make him a pleaſing acquaintance and friend. 
Valuable knowledge, unaffected devotion, un- 
diſſembled benevolence, and well directed zeal, 
contributed to render him a faithful and uſeful 
paſtor. But- 
once to die; ; "wad the wiſe and the worthy muſt 
ſubmit to the irreverſible decree, as well as the 
| fool and the profligate. Our fathers where 
« are they ; and the prophets do they live for 
ever?“ The experienced and the excellent 
are taken away. Muſt we add, © and no man 
regards it; no man lays to heart the world's 
loſs, or conſiders in good earneſt his latter end? 
This, I hope, is not univerſal ly true. Some, 
I truſt, there are who feel, and deeply feel both 
* ""__ the public and for themſelves, on ſuch occa- 
ſions; who revere the will of Providence: in re- 


moving from our carth, that can ſo ill ſpare 


« It is appointed for all men 


the m, 
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them, prudent, upright, and religious men; ant | 
. Who, knowin g that they themſelves muſt ſhortly 
e go the way of all fleſh,” ſtrive to be © fol- 


« lowers of them who through faith and pati- 


c ence inherit the promiſes. Io ſuch, I am 


fare, a ſcene of this kind will not fail, by 


the bleſſing of God, to be a ſource of edifi- 


cation. Viſiting this © houſe of mourning” 


Will make their hearts better. It will make 
them ſad indeed; but by © «the ſorrow of the 


e countenance,” the ſoul is collected, the paſ- 


f ſions are compoſed, every lighter thought, every 
leſs Chriſtian or leſs becoming purſuit and diſ- 
peoſition are corrected; and a conſiderate ſpirit, 
ſober counſels, a devouter frame, a more deli- 
| cate, powerful, and permanent feeling of things 
unſeen and eternal, are > acquired and cultivated. 


as. 
* 


Furs, my friends, are very proper impreſ- 
ſions for you to cheriſh at this time in particular. 
And while ſuch ſentiments poſſeſs your minds, 
let me beg that you would look up to © the Fa- 
8 ther of lights, from whom cometh down 
every good and perfect gift,“ and implore of 
his mercy through a Mediator, conſolation to 
thoſe who 1 mourn the loſs of our departed friend, 
"Fa 
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and faith to all Stick knew and heard him, to 
make the right improvement of his example 
and inſtructions. 


5 5 to hb immediate connections, the princi- 


ples they profeſs, and the views, I perſuade my- 
ſelf, they entertain, will lead them to ſuch con- 
 fiderations of comfort, and to ſuch a courſe of 
conduct, as are ſuited to this event fo naturally 


and fo areatly affecting to them. 1 would only 
remind them of one joyful truth, that ©« them 


who ſleepin Jeſus, God will bring with him;” 
and of another important one, that he will ex- 


pect they ſhould follow their beloved relatives, 
© far AS he followed Chriſt, 


| wie tall {lip tonkols whom curioſity. 


alone hath brought to this place ; who having 


gazed a while at the mournful ſpectacle, will 
go away, and forget it in an hour? 1 mean, 


that either they will receive from it no impreſ- 
ſion at all, or if they are led to make a mo- 
mentary reflection on the lot of mortality, they 


will loſe it in a very little ſpace, and return to 
buſineſs, company, or pleaſure, with as great, if 
not greater eagerneſs than before. Nothing, 1 
am forry to ſay it, is more common. 


How _ 
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„Ho many. funerals have you witneſſed ? 


l How often have you ſcen, amidſt theſe ſad en- 


ſigns, © death riding upon his pale horſe,” and 
the eternal world following after him? How 


often have you heard the miniſters of religion 
endeavour to fix your thoughts on the ſolemn 
object, and to impreſs on your breaſts ideas of 
human frailty, of the neceſſity of faith, repent- 
ance, and perſevering obedience, in order to We 
pare you for that awful change, which fo many 
opportunities of this nature ſhould lead you to 
remember? Many of you, perhaps, have been 
ſtruck at the inſtant, Your faces, perhaps, have 
turned pale. Perhaps, your eyes have dropt a 
- hear; the tear of humanity, of natural tender- 
neſs, or of friendly compaſſion. You have, it 
may be, thought with yourſelves, * ſuch is the 
bend of all living By and by, the mourners 
for me ſhall go about the ſtreets in the ſame 
manner, and accompany this body, as they have 


done that, to the dark, cold, and ſilent grave. 


© Surely then I ought to be prepared, to have 
my loins girt, and my lamp burning, that 1 
may meet my change with ſerenity, and my 
= Judge with joy. But alas, no ſooner ſcarce 
did you leaye the  burying-ground, rejoin your 
friends 
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R 
friends or acquaintance, reingage in ſecular af- 

fairs or amuſements, than every trace of thought 
and tendency to good, which the ſtriking view 


bad leſt upon you, were gone; and the world, 


with all its buſtle, and all its blandiſhments, 
ruſhed upon your imaginations, took poſſeſſion 
of your hearts, and made you ſeven times more 
the children of folly than ever Is this right? 
Is it rational in beings defined f for religion, and 
formed for eternity, who in a few days, or. 
months, or years at moſt——what do I ſay? 
who, for aught any one of you knows, may 
this very night have your ſouls required of you, 
and your doom determined beyond the 3 
* of alteration for ever! 2 


We RE you now to . Sir, FP in ſober fad. 
neſs, do you think, do you really think, that +. 

you are ready ? G0 ne and aſk that queſtion 
at yourſelf. Lay your hand upon your heart, 
and preſs the enquiry home to it, in the pre- 

| ſence of him who made and ſearcheth it ; 

Am! ready to die? Should death ſeize me 

this night, to What world would it convey 

* me? If you are quite unprepared for the 
grandes and moſt intereſting of all events, and 
| „ 


yet Z 
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yet « can be merry, and laugh, and lng, and 
ſleep, and eat, and drink, and play, and purſue 
gain, and cumber yourſelf about many things, 


or devote your affections to any particular 
; vanity ; ; if that is the caſe, and you can perſiſt 


in ſo deſperate, ſo diſtracted a career, againſt the 
in ward convictions you often feel, and the better 


reſolutions you ſometimes form, it will then be 
but fair in you to renounce, I ſay not the name 


of Chriſtian only, but the very name of Man. 


If on the contrary, aſhamed of ſuch infatuation, 


you are at laſt reſolved, by the grace of God, to 


act a better part, to the direction and aſſiſtance 


of that grace J heartily recommend you, and 
pray the Redeemer of men may lead you on to 
deep contrition, and real amendment of life 1 


8 and manners. - 


1 


1 have done, when J have taken a laſt and 
long farewell of Me honoured remains of my. 
Adieu, thou ſleeping duſt of 
a man I loved hd ealued much! Adieu till the 
morning of the judgment-day ! Sleep on, til! 


reverend Friend 


that mighty period arrives, ſafe in the protection 


of Him who hath © the keys of death”, and 
of the inviſible ſtate. May I, may all theſe 
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people meet cher « at the reſurrection of the 
< juſt,” reſcued from the diſhonours of the 
grave, arrayed in the ſplendours of immortality, 
and reunited to the joyful ſpirit that formerly 
"S enlivened thee, now made perfect. With that 
bleſſed faint, thus glorified and thus happy, 
may you, my brethren, and I, live happy and 
1 glorified for ever. Amen. 
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